Learner Case Studies

Creative Alliance has developed a series of programmes
delivering key personal development and employment skills
to combat worklessness via creative training methodologies

Andy - NCFE Photography

Mother of two, Andy Burnett successfully applied for Creative Alliance NCFE level 1 photography after a family
recommendation: “Choosing to do the level 1 in digital photography enabled me find a pathway towards a future
career. The course was so well taught, the tutors and staff so helpful and friendly, it was a joy to come to the
lessons”

Andy’s dedication and hard work at level 1 allowed her to easily advance onto a Level 2 qualification. Once
successfully achieved, Andy decided to take the valuable knowledge, experience and work she had acquired from
the course and apply for further education.

“l would just like to say how valuable an experience | found both of the photography courses held at Creative
Alliance. | can honestly say that if it hadn’t been for Creative Alliance | would not have had the confidence or the
body of work necessary to apply for the HND in photography at Solihull College, of which | am due to start in
September with the intention of completing a degree afterwards”.

Benji - NCFE Music Tech

19 year old, Benji Blake was unemployed when he enrolled on the NCFE Music Technology programme,
previously leaving school with few qualifications. He had little vocational focus, but a strong love of music.

Through the course Benji has been able to channel this passion into being mentally focused on his goal of work
within the music industry. Benji is more confident, knowledgeable, and skilful in terms of performance and music
technology”

“Il couldn't use logic before, I'd never seen it and now I'm producing beats for myself and others” Benji has also
completed work on his own music video, as well as applying his new found knowledge to apply for work
experience within the music industry, successfully gaining a placement at a Birmingham based music studio.

“Since | finished the course, | have enquired about purchasing logic, and an IMAC for myself, because | enjoyed
the course so much’; | learned everything that | thought | would and more”

Igbal Tamimi - NCFE Photography Level One & Two

Igbal Tamimi used to be a journalist in the Middle East, who was exiled, and found her self in the UK looking for
employment within the media Industry.

“Applying to jobs here needed all the skills needed to improve one’s chances of getting a job. | was limping with my
CV trying to convince employers of my dedication to my profession. Most of my work was on Broadcasting and TV
production. Here | had to tailor my experience to fit the media market.”

Igbal was an extremely committed student who was very determined despite any personal adversity.

“NCFE offered me the crutch that | can use to support my new steps. | am a human rights activist too; I do attend
many activities, and blog on the internet. Improving my photography skills helped me to make my point even
stronger. But most important of all, the course offered us the perfect opportunity to negotiate things with each
other and work in groups.”

Since completing the NCFE courses Igbal has accepted on to a Masters in Journalism at University of West
England in Bristol; we are thrilled that we played at part in Igbal’s success.



Learner Case Studies

Creative Alliance is the place to come for professional and
portfolio development. Read on for the first hand reviews of
some of our past participants

Sue Rowe - Visual Art

Fine Artist, Sue Rowe found that working individually left her feeling isolated and without the opportunity of
engagement with other likeminded individuals. Her enrolment on to the Morning After, Visual Art cycle allowed Sue
access to valuable information and support from her peers.

“Being a ‘creative' often means working alone in a studio or in a home environment and can be very isolating and
it is then that one begins to doubt oneself. Having a chance to exchange ideas and talk about ones insecurities
and to discover that others feel the same is very reassuring!”

Whilst on the course Sue was able to take advantage of the information and inside knowledge that was offered to
her, professional development, presentation skills and portfolio appraisal were all incorporated into weekly
sessions.

“l would really look forward to the course meetings and they were a pleasure to attend. The staffs were very
friendly and helpful and the speakers were all very accessible. The icing on the cake was the development and
production of the glossy catalogue which was the final product of the Morning After course - to see your artwork in
print is very rewarding!”

Sue, armed with her catalogue and newly organised portfolio, felt confident within her new found knowledge to
contact galleries and art agents, thus resulting in a number of her works being sold at the Birmingham based
gallery ‘ArtLounge’.

I think without attending ‘The Morning After’ course it may have taken me a lot longer to have the confidence to
approach The Artlounge and talk about myself and my artwork.

Alicja Rogalska — Off the Wall
Alicja Rogalska is a participatory artist from Poland, who is interested in site specific projects and working with
local communities. Alicja took part in our Morning After Project on the participatory arts strand.

“The Morning After programme was very good in that it allowed me to take risks and explore new ways of working.
The live art element of the training was a particularly interesting experience to me as was working collaboratively
as a group of artists - both definitely worth exploring further.”

Alicja found the possibility to experiment gave her a new freedom in her practice.

“The Intrigue show gave me an opportunity to develop my practice in the areas of site-specific and installation work
and allowed for experiments - all in all very successful ones I think.”

Christine West - Art of Looking Sideways

Christine West is an ex primary school teacher with 30 years of practice behind her.

“With regard to the 'Art of Looking Sideways' I felt this course was very valuable. | have noticed through my
involvement with primary schools since I retired how much creativity has been lost since the introduction of Sats
and the national curriculum which | think left no room for the use of personal imagination and creative
interpretation.”

Christine had just completed her visual arts degree before starting the course, and therefore it provided a great
way of networking, and advocates that others would benefit from the programme.

“I have pointed a lot of people in your direction since I did the course. It was such an encouraging and practical
experience and boosted my self-confidence no end.”






